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To the Right 1 . 
My very Noble Lord, 


7 0 HN Earle of Errol 


Lord Hay and Slains, Sc. 
ES; Great Conflable of Scotland, ” OS 


AND 


His truly Noble and Religious Labs 
4 NNA Counteſs of E roll 


1 f it Phaſe your Honours, 


Know it is uſual in Addreſſes of this Na- a- 
ture, to thoſe who court Favour to 
themſelves, or Applauſe to their Books, =_— 

to make the utmoſt Stretches i in complimenting = 
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mee to the greateſt Diſtance from the Confines 


5 whoſe Fan 
claim, and to ſpend themilye" in copious ax 
8 fetched from all the Topicks of Flat 
y; ſo far as they are capable to improve 
x oo But I have the Happineſs of being - 
free d from this Trouble, you being ſuch as 
neither need nor deſire to be careſſed in that 
Manner; and I may juſtly call this an Happi- | 
neſs to me, ſince my natural Temper removes 


thoſe peiſons IT Ju 


of that ſervile Vice. I cannot indeed with- 
hold myſelf from acknowledging, that Lowe 
you all "the Expreſſions of Gratitude which FE 
can never be able to pay: And when I tell 
the World, that as you have Honours entailed 
upon you from a long Series of illuſtrious An- 
ceſtors, ſo you are like to tranſmit them un- 
blemiſhed to your Poſterity, to whoſe Honours 
it will be an Addition; to have it remembred 
that they are yours; and that, for your Noble 
Qualities and Virtues, you are juſtly eſteemed 
and beloved of all who have the Honour of 
your Acquaintance; I am aſſured that I do not 
tranſgreſs the Rules of the ſevereſt Modeſty, 
There ; is only one Thing which J muſt utter 
to your Commendation, becauſe it ought not 
to be concealed, namely, Your being faithful | 
to God and Conſcience, in adhering to the true 
Proteſtant _— in a Time when many have 
wor Deſection; and * have been — 
| Wit 


wah ſach Tentations, a8 olli but a b 
WW RefShntion and a mighty Grace could have 
cabled you to conquer: And tho' you have 
been happily united, both in the Conflict and 
Victory; yet let it not be offenſive, that I re- 
late what Part each of you have ated therein; 
and of this I ſhall ſay nothing but with the 
Aſſurance of a Witnefs, and with the Ingenuity 
, becoming a Man of my Profeſſion. | 
Thoſe who underftood your Inclinations 
knew, that you could have been well pleaſed 
that the Romiſb Miſſionaries would have faved 
themſelves the Trouble of the Viſits they 
made you; and it was the Opinion of ſome 
= who were folicitous for your Safety, that you 
E ſhould have rid yourſelves of them, by deny ing 
them Acceſs: But as the Sweetneſs of your 
Tempers doth. (as it were by an inevitable 
Force) carry you to deport yourſelves with an 
obliging Civility to all Perſons; ſo, for other 
== weighty Conſiderations, you did not reliſh 
1 that Advice. 
= Upon you, My Lara, they did begin to 
make ſome direct Attempts to ſeduce you from 
vour holy Profeſſion; but your Lordſhip took 
a wiſe and compendious Method to avoid their 
Snares, by giving them to underſtand, that 
your Mind was fully fatisfied of the Truth of - 
your Religion, and that you had ſomething” 
clic to do, than to intangle yourſelf in per- 
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plexing Debates with them, knowing no good 
ruit that was to be reaped thereby. This re- 
ſolute Anſwer made them perceive it was in 
vain to inſiſt any further that Way; but they 
hoped, by fetching a Compaſs a little about, 
to gain more Ground. 
It hath been an old Craft of 8 (con- 
| dine what Intereſt Ladies have in the Affe- 
Ction of their Husbands, and what Power with 
their Children) to make their utmoſt Eſſays to 
proſelyte them to their Errors, not doubting. 
but, if they ſucceed, they ſhall quickly have 
the whole Family at their Devotion: And 
therefore you, Madam, was the Prize on which, 
they ſet their Eyes; but your Ladiſhip did 
foreſee the Danger, and provided to encounter 
it. Theſe Champions of the Romi mo Religion, 
who were to make their Addreſſes to you, 
were given out to be Men of vaſt Learning and 
admirable Parts; (for that is one of the Arts 
of Papiſts, as they boaſt that their Church is 
rfallible, fo they would have the World be- 
lieve that their Clergy are an invincible Sort 
of Men, that they may fright thoſe whom they 
beſiege upon the firſt Summons to make a Sur- 
render:) You therefore applied yourſelf to a 
diligent Uſe of all Means, for your Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Truth; you prayed, and read, 
and conferred, and pondered deeply the- Mat- 
ters of Religion ; and thought all you 0 [4 
@ 


a bs 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. vii 


do in theſe Ways no more than was needful in 
ſo weighty an Affair. Heaven hath endued 
you with a great Stock of excellent Gifts, a 
compoſed and comprehenſive Mind, a Clearneſs 
and Solidity of Judgment, a deep Reach, and 
Readineſs of Expreſſion; and theſe, being 
Joined with Singleneſs and Sincerity of Heart, 
are ſach Ramparts and Defences againſt Sedu- 
= Qion, that they make the Soul almoſt impreg- 
nable: And that good God, who is never 
wanting to the Aſſiſtance of his faithful Ser- 
vants, did furniſh you with ſuch Light and 


| Grace, that your Faith hath remained un- 
faken. Thoſe who deſigned to ſeduce you 
| > ſoon perceived, that they had not to do with 
© I: a Perſon of an ordinary Capacity: Their uſual 
» |; Common-Place Arguments, they found you 
) could eaſily anſwer : And your Prejudices 
1 againſt their Religion, tho' you propoſed them 
s only by way of Queries, and with the Modeſty 
S of a Learner, were yet ſo framed, that it was 
evident to them, you had ſo penetrated into 
't the Controverſies of Religion, that they thought 
75 it a Sort of Victory to get off without bein 

at ſome viſible Diſadvantages; and I hardly 
a knew any of them who, having once made an 
-Eſſay, were fond of a ſecond Encounte. 
d, The Remembrance of the particular Paſſages 
# of your Behaviour is ſtill very grateful to me, 


and the relating of them would ſure be very 
N | pleaſing 
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bliſh them: Only, give me leave to ſay concer- | 1 


ning you. both, that if either crafty Inſinua- 
tions, or the Charms of Friendſhip, "on world- 


ly: Conſiderations, or long Importunities, or 


any Thing that could be projected by the Wit 
and Subtiſty of Seducers, could have corrupted 
or byaſſed your Minds, none of theſe Methods 
were. left uneſſayed. And when all theſe Ef 
forts proved unſucceſsful, and all Topicks were 
exhauſted; yet, that they might be ever like 
themſelves, they had the Impudence to write 
and ſpread Reports to diſtant Places in this 
Kingdom, that you were their Converts, or 


juſt at the turning Point: Whether this was 
done out of Spite, or to be an Argument to 


prevail with others of a ſequacious Humour to 
. Imitate ſuch Noble Precedents, I cannot deter- 
mine; but this I know, that Hell itſelf could 
invent nothing more falſe, | 
The gracious God hath in Part rewarded your 
Integrity and Conſtancy, and I hope will do it 


yet more: Your Faith is ſtrengthned by theſe W 


Winds of Temptation, you have the Tonk of a 
good Conſcience, you are hereby endeared to 
all ſerious and godly Perfons; and Providence 
bath of late interpoſed to bring ſome ſecular 
— of hl Concernment to Sa Noble 
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| - Family. woa comfortable and deſired Period, and 
dat at a Nick of Time when it could ſcarce 
. Wh have been expected, and a few Days longer De- 

lay might ha ye quite ruined them. I hope you 
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ments to Jeſus Chriſt, who hath interceeded for 
vou, that your Faith might not fail. 
W . LI have little to ſay concerning this Poem 
. which I offer unto you; I confeſs it is a mean 
W - Pricſent, yet you kngw 'tis offered from an af- 
fectionate Mind. Aſter I had writ the firſt Co- 
W py of it, I put it immediately in your Hands, 
= and you were pleaſed to commend it: Several 
= Copies of it are ſince ſpread, of which ſome are 
very incorrect; to do myſelf Juſtice, I have at 
length reſolved to publiſh it. It cannot much 
ſerve the Ends of my Reputation, and ſo I may 
hope that it cannot be imputed to Vanity. 
= My publiſhing it under your Shadow, can on- 
ly ſignify that which I am well enough pleaſed 
—_=F the World ſhould know, namely, that you 
have a great Goodneſs for me, when I can pre- 
= ſame that you will favourably accept of ſuch 
= a Trifle : Gratitude obligeth me to make you 
richer Offerings, but J have them not to make. 
My Prayers to God for you, are the beſt Com- 
penſations J can give for your Favours to me; 
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unto Heayen, for the Proſperity of your Souls, 
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will in all this obſerve the Loving-kindneſs of 
the Lord, and ever remember your Engage- 


and theſe are, and daily ſhall be, offered up 
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the ene of your Grace, and e 
of your Noble Family, by, 


RICOH HONOURABLE, 
' = Tour Honours © » 00m 
| Moſt aſectionate, 
5 oft obliged 
and humble Servant, 


JOHN BARC LAY. 
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Cannot perſwade myſelf that any have juſt 
4 Reaſon to be offended with me, or to cla- 
mour, that it is a Thing unſuitable to a Man of 
my Profeſſion, to expoſe a Religion, ſo zealouſly 
maintained and propagated by ſo many great 


- 


and learned Men, in ſuch a Dreſs as this: All 
that I ſhall ſay for my own Vinaication is, That 
J am none of thoſe that ſport myſelf” with the 
Sins and Miſeries of Mankind; and I ever ab- 
horred theſe Jeſis which idle and profane Wits 
do break upon ſerious Matters, that are not to 
be jeſted with. Nevertheleſs, when a Party of 
Men have, under the venerable Name of the 
= holy Catholick Church, ſo grofly abuſed the 
Morlad, impoſing on the Belief of their credulous 
Diſciples ſo many reverend Abſurdities, and 
perſpicuous Falſhoods, and recommending to their 
E Pratfice ſuch ſuperſlitious Trifles, and ridicu- 
= Y/ous Fopperies, unbeſeeming the Gravity of the 
= Chriſtian Religion; to give a juſt Repreſentation 
4 them in this Manner, is a Thing that may 
. have its own Uſefulneſs; eſpecially ſince it may 
be preſumed, that OIL read a Poem, who 
; - Re Will 
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il not ſet their Eyes oh a more ſertous Book. 
I have only therefore a few Things whereof to 
 fuavertiſe thee concerning it;; 

: Namely, That ] have in a few Paſſages of it 
talen a Liberty ta myſelf, in a poetical Manner 
io tntermix ſome of my-own Fancies, yet not 
without Deſign ; As, when I produce an Ar- 
zument for the Cælibacy of the Clergy, which 

Throw they ever made uſe of, But let it be re- 
membred that this is a Dream; and tho it were 
not, yet, ſince they make ſuch other Inferwites 
from that Text as ] have there mentioned, I 
ſuppaſe they might draw this Concluſion from it 
as well as the reſt : And, for any Thing I know, 
it is an Argument againſt the Marriage of” 
Church-men, of as great Force as any that they 
have 3 D 

But, in Truth, my Aim is to ſhow what ridis 

culous Interpretations of Scripture theſe pretends 

ed mfallible Expounaers of it do often make, 
He who will prove the Pope's Supremacy 
from Gen. i. 1. becauſe it is there ſaid in prin. 
cipio, and not in principiis (as Pope Boni⸗ 
face goth) or his Precedency to the Emperor, 
from Gen. i,. 16. where it is (aid, That God 
made two great Lights (as Pope Inno⸗ 
tent III.) or his Civil and Eccleſraſtick Power, 
From ecce duo gladii ; -or the Neceſſity of the 
'Calibacy of the Clergy, from Rom. viii. 8. 
(as Pope Siricius) 17hint may prove ow. 
tak ns | "A 3 ö 0 et 
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pet ex quolibet. I habe mind ioncal a Relique | 
* which they pretend not ro have; bn in that I 
| = mean only. 70 bo In whit Manne, theſe Mule 
1 owing 7. bings are Uſual, Ly wlleaged 0 * 
$ 3 - i the Hin which F ſay they call venial, ah 
11 9 their Caſuiſts put in tbat Rank : Aud that 
= 7hey account it much more criminal to negteft 
1 rhe Obſoroation of: the Traditions of the Ghureh, 
ban ro break the Commandments of God ir ge 
Vell known, that it _ no Proof. | 
Fs have ſpoken at Length of their Religious 
6 ture: d O2ders, they Nin the only Things 
they boaſt if that have any Sew of antlity; j 
und, to evidence that 1 meant ber but fair 
Dealing I have not equally inveig ed * / 
1 mu Perſons among them. 

: The Words of vs Myſtick Divinity, bar 
Fi have mentioned, are to be found every one of 
* 1 in their own Books, with a great many 
== more which T could not get brought into Verſe ? 
= The dad Tatkings which they have of the Si 

eſſential Life, The State of Totality, 'The | 
Union of Nothing with Nothing, The Dei- .. 
= form Fund of the Soul, Sc. I could no more q 
Y 5 Rhyme, than they can make Reaſon of 4 
i per I refett on the * Diſorders of ſome 
| whoberake themſelves to the Religions Houſes, YZ 
1 wy not Sander them. The Epiſtle of Hulde- F 
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Larged more on that Subject; but, ere 1 fmiſhed i it, 
that began to be à ſuſpect Buſs meſs, and it was 


2 it, the common Heads of Excuſe 
int 


t# — hardly be denied to a Dreaming Poet. 


ricus Biſhop of Auguſta to Pope Nicolas; 
wherein he tells of Six thouſand Heads of In- 
fauts 3 in one Mote, gives 7 . G round 
for the Reproach. _ 
— * Poem in the Tear 1 6 - 9, a 
theſe Nations were alarmed with the Noiſe f 


the Popiſh Plot. And I thought to have en- 


come to that — one ingemonſly Warn 

1bë» d,) | 

That Shams lk Shams, and Plots with 
Plots were croſs'd; 

And the true Plot, among the fille, was loft, 


a any expeci that I ſhould make an Apology 


eſe Caſes are well enough known, and I may 
pretend to have an equal Right to them with 
other Men. 5 
FF there be anyThing in it that may be Ner- 1 
ſeve to the ſevereſt Modeſly, I ſhall be ready 


(upon Conviction) to acknowledge my Faultineſs 1 : 
ä but for my little Extravagancies that 


may be "found here, I hope thy Cenſure will be 
gentle : For, if any Sort of Men have Reaſon to 
expect ſome charitable Allowance far Eſcapes, 
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Deſcrib'd, in a : 
| 2 | 
Utlion, 
Find Tm haunted with a buſy Mind, 
Swift as the Clouds, unſtable as the Wind: 
It ſometimes gets it Wings, and ſoars aloft; 
221 Anon it ſteeps into Delights more ſoft : 
As ſometimes ſerious, and Tie- ſometimes vain 5 
== Sometimes its Thoughts do pleaſe, and ſometimes pain; 
One While they're dark, and then they clear again: 
FX Sometimes they're cheerful, ſometimes they are ſad; 
They're ſometimes good, and often they are bad; 
Sometimes, myſelf, myſelf's their only Th 
Sometimes they graſp at more than Cæſar's Claim: 
9 They bring forth Joy, they nouriſh Fear, 
The Towers into 1 Air do rear, 5 
All Things do ſeem within their Sphere; 
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While thus my Mind was in this roving Plight, 5 
I ſtrove to ſettle it with all my Might: 


L heard it ſcold in Schools, and raiſiug 
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O what a wandring Thing's the Mind! 
Wat Contrarfes are there combin'd?  _ 
How ſhalt be held, or whereconfind? © 

O what a Web's a buſy Thought! 
| Whereis it made? whence is it brought ? 
. How is it e e 


I did it chide for its uncertain Flight, 


At length we did ſome Compoſition make, 

Ad it began ſome Reſt to take, N 

To be ee fy good Manners Sake. 

I firmly myſelf did then conelude 

I would repair _ ſome Solitude;  * 

Beneath a dant Tree my Lodge I made. 
carh Nr zee my Lodg - 

ere 


Became ant of its cooling Shade. 
EY 8450 E myſelf will ſnroud 


From ſcqrching Beams, from dropping Cloud; 
| Here ſhall I reſt, and ſhall be free - 70 
From this Earth's Noiſe, which ſeems to me 
A blunt, a dull, illLacted Comedie: 
Its Pleaſures I'll not priſe, * 
Its Honours PII deſpiſe, - 
And all its Wealth as Droſs I will difdain, 
My Mind Religious Thoughts ſhall Entertain. 


RELIGION "(thought I) is the Way to Reſt, 
RELIGION is the Choice that's ſurely beſt, 
It raiſeth no Commotions to infeſt; $7 
It ſtills the Noiſe of Paſſions and of Rage, 
And turbulent Affections doth aflwage; ' 
I cooleth Youth, its Comforts warmOld-age, . - 
But, lo; again my Thoughts did range, 
This lovely Thing its Shape did ſeem to change, 
In many Forms it did to me appear,  — 
And many various Garbs I ſaw it wear: 
Tfaw it fight in Fields, and making 51585 n 
& * „ 
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A Thouſand «diffrent Parties cry'd, Lo, here 
Thou' k find the Thing ſhould be to thee moſt dear. 
| Whom ſhall I hear? where ſhall I go? 
What ſhall I chuſe? what ſhall 1 0 2 
Iq puzfled, and amazed too: 
love RELIGION, and I would her ſerve ; 
But, while I ſeek her; fear from her to ſwerve. 


While I am in this Labyrinth involv'd, | 
The more I por'd; the leis my Doubts mere ſolv'd, 
And to make yet more ſerious Search refolv'd. 
Skep (that great lovely Thief, which often robs 
Mine Eyes of vexing Sights, mine Heart of Sohs, 
Which from my Books doth ſteal away mine Eye, 
And often from my Prayers ſtealeth me 
Came gliding on, and did me quite o'grſhade 
== With a thick Cloud of miſty Vapours made. 
Mine Eyes were ſhut, mine Ears were ſtopt, 
* My Hands were ty'd, my Senſes lockt, 
3 The Houſe was ſilent, Gates were blockt: 
And now WILD Sade begin her Game, 
And Nat herſelf with Things I cannot name, 
BE - Things ſo many, and to ſtrange, 
Things that Shape and Colour change, 
. Things which without Order range: 
== Yet ſtill me⸗thought RELIGION I did view, 
And did her with ſome amTous Thoughts pyriue 
FX 'Mongſt all that Croud Iknew her lovely Hue. 


dhe did herſelf ſhift from among the Crowd 
l ſaw her go, cry'd after her aloud; 
lcall'd to her, For Love and Pity ſtay, 
= Belſought her that ſhe would not ſay me Nay ; 
| But Wind bore her and my loſt Words away. 
And, when ſne's gone, I found into her Room 
A Throng of wild, unruly Things did come, 
Roving Funcies, horrid Sights, 
Diſimm Places, unconth Mighis, 
- Which put me in a 8 Plight. 


5 KN 
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Tul tell what I can mind; and 288 no Crime, 
Of incoherent Things to ſpeak, in incoherent Rhyme, = 


T /aw a CITY, v t and fair, 

Wat which ſcarce = my might compare, 
Whoſe proud Walls did all Batteries defy, | 7 
Whoſe prouder 'Tow'rs ſeem'd to affront the Sky. C 
To him I firſt did meet, What CITY's this? ſaid I. 
A Queſtion indeed! ſaid he: For this + 

No ſingle CITY, but the whole World is. 


T ſaw a MAN in more than Kingly State, 
And Thouſands did his dread Command await ; 
Yet did his griſly Face, his panting Breath, 
His failing Limbs, bewray th* Approach of Death : 
But ſoon I found that he was vile and proud; 
He rais'd his Eyes, and ſpake odd Words aloud 
Of Bur s, and BRIEvESõ, and Canons, and Cr or84mDts, 
And whiſpered ſome Tales of Wok ks and Bawps, 
And Stories which imported nothing leſs N 
Than that he was grown old in Wickedneſs. 
I ask't, What Wreich was that who 4 by? 
And preſently they made a dreadful Cry, 

And 1 did blaſpheme, ö 
And ſpoke profanely of an Heav'nly Name, 
Since Divine Honours were his rightful Claim. 


T /aw ſome YOUTHS ; for I could gueſs 

No other, by their beardleſs Face : 

J heard them talk what I thought hardly Senſe, - 

Yet talk with an unbluſhing Confidence. 

FW hat Striplings (ſaid I) do yonder walk ? 

What new, unheard-of Stories do they talk? 
They call'd me mad, and ſaid, They were 
All REV'REND FATHERS Iſaw there, 

And that the Things they gravely told 

Were Myſteries delivered of old, | 

Which the Apoſtles left them to unfold, 


; 


| 1 

A PACK of IDEOTS next I faw, 

For ſo I thought them; but I ſtood in Awe 
To call them ſo, till I did ſee 

Them at their chilliſs Plays to be: 

Some were dandling painted Babies, 

Some numbring BEADS, and telling GA DIES, 
Some mumbling GIBB*RISH and ſuch uncouth leid, 

As nowhere elſe did I er hear or read. 


Vile Man (faid they) they worſhip, and th 
See what Devotion eir Looks do ray. 


To them ſome. HELL-HOUNDS did ſucceed, 
Their Eyes were ſunk, their Hands were red, 
Their Words were dreadful, Threats were loud, 
Their Looks were grim, they breathed Blood: 

I ſaw them bring forth from dark Shops 

Wheels and Racks, and Cords and Ropes 3 
They gath'red Fewel, kindled Fire, 

And faſtned Stakes. I did enquire 

What all theſe dreadful Things did mean? 

More dreadful than mine Eyes had ever ſeen. 
They told me, Theſe were Perſons, whoſe great Zeal 
Did always level at the Churches Well; 

And that theſe Tools, whoſe Sight did ſhake mine Heart, 5 


Alas! what do theſe poor Fools? did I ſay. 71 1 5 
WO 


Were Inſtruments, by which they did convert 
Men to the Faith. So they and I did part. 


2X -Sure (ſaid I) I'm in ſome enchanted Land; 


Of all I ſee, I nothing underſtand : | 
What ſhall I think! 6 that ſome Angel would 
"Theſe hidden wondrous Things to me unfold ! 
For *tis a Work above all human Reach, 
Mine Eyes to open, or my Mind to teach. 


While thus Tm wondring, and am bath'd in Tears, 
A gentle Voice arrived to mine Ears, 
From whence I know not ; but the Words were theſe, 
Yourg Man, thy Wonder, 2 thy Weeping ceaſe; 
1 1 3 = 
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| FF hat thou ſoalt Bok al ous wel to s, . 
hat thou hat ſeen. A little while again 

I: flent was; At length did only fa,, $3 
Take heed, Take herd, ſee that thou auh and prey. 6 
1 heard no more, it vaniſhed ys 5 x. 


I quite IR lay; my Mind was vex . 95 
With Thoughts confus d, and with dark Fears LP d ʒ 
When lo, I wild roll mine Eyes, and fee | N 
That which a little calm'd and cheered me; 
A LADY, walking with a comely Grace, 5 
All Beauties ſeem'd combined in her Face: J 8 
She courteoully approached to the Place. 
Where I did now myſelf repoſe ; . 
Which when I ſaw, I humbly role. 


I am perſwaded, chat in Man muſt be 
An untaught Skill of PHYSIOGNOMIE 
For when J at a Diſtance did behold | | 

This ſumptuous DAME, attir'd in Pearls and Gold, 
I thought ſuch Beauty was unſeen before, | 
And that mine Eyes ſhould fee the like no more: 

I would have nam d all Things in Heav'n and Earth, 
All that is priz'd by Pn, Wit, or Dearth, 

To fee if any Thing I could compare | 

Unto a Creature w my L thought ſo fiir, 

But, as I did her more diſtinctly view. 2 

I thought myſelf deceiv d; Sure (aid D now _ 
There, S NO fach Subftance here, as there is Shew. 

I know not what diſpleas d me; but I wot | | 
Something was in her Face I liked not. 


Yet wiſely i concealed my Diſtaſte, 

And ſeem'd mine Eyes upon her Eyes to feaſt : 
At length I faid, GREAT LAD Pardon me, 
If I ſo rude, or lo uncivil be, 


As to enquire your Name and Qualitie, 


She cou irteouſly and modeſtly reply'd, 
In chis Demand thou ſhalt not be deny'd ; 


The Potch of Heav'n ; none go there but from me 
And now I come to be 4 Guide to thee : f 


To this my Thoughts, 10 this my Aims I bend 
If thou be wile, and hearken unto me, X 1 


Thou ſeems perplex'd 3 but thou mayſt happy be, | 


W Her Words did charm me fo, that I began 1 
To chide myſelf, and ſay, Untoward Man. 


4 


This is an ANGEL; What ill GENIUS brought - 


A Diſeſteem of her into thy Thought? 

I work my Wo, ſhe's fond to have me bleft 5 

I toil for Cares, ſhe comes to give me Reſt; 

She loves me, I diſtaſte her in my Minds 
How bold our Paſſions are, and yet how blind ! 


Theſe were the ſecret Workings of my Breaft,. - . 

My Longings now to hear her were increalt : 

. 13 And ſhe went on; . . 

And thus ſhe ſpoke, in an alluring Ine 
Ian THE HOLY CATH LICK-CHURCH (aid ſhe) 8 


l faw thee lately caſt thine am'rous Eyes 


= Upon RELIGION, and I heard thy Cries; 


She ſeem'd to leave thee, and would make no Stay, © 
Went out of Sight, thou knoweſt not what Way 5 
I know her Path, to her I will thee lead. © 
I liſtned well to all that ſhe had faid,  _ | 
I bow'd mine Head, and low Obeiſance made. 


. 4 | Bleſs'd now (ſaid I) the Day that I was born; 


by 8 10 No longer will mine Heart be rackt and torn 
Wich Doubts and Scruples, and with anxious Cares, 
With finking Fears, and languiſhing Deſpairs. 


Mine Eyes again J lift unto her Face, 

To fix them ever in that lovely Place; 

I rub'd mine Eyes, I thought key were diſeas d; 
The more I lookt, the more I was diſpleas d: 

I thought her ſometimes too gay to be good, 

Her Brow imperious, and her Looks too proud; 


Her e Al than 1 can tell, 
Her Breath (I judg'd) had an invenom'd Smell; 
Theſe Things did ſomewhat cool my Confidence, 
And brought me in a very great Suſpence;  - 
It is not good to be too (ſaid 1) 

Tis good, before I truſt too much, to try. 


She was ſagacious, and ſoon found me out; 
Uncertain Breath, and Looks betrayed my Doubt. | 
What Means this Coldneſs (ſaid ſhe) Youth ? Mine Hand 
She graſpt, and askt, What meant I thus to ſtand? _ 
Did I not to thee joyful Tidings bring ? ; | 
Is Happineſs to thee fo mall a Thing | | 
Juſt now thou ſeem'd inflamed with Deſire 
o learn the Way to Bliſs : Who quencht that Fire? 
Thy Sails were hoiſed, and thou ſeemed clear 
Uno RELIGION as thy Port to ſteer ; 
I, who eſteem thy Happineſs my Gain, 
'To be thy Pilot I did not diſdain. 


Fm for the Voyage (faid I) but 'tis fit 

To know my Pilot's Skill, for fear I ſplit ; 

For in RELIGION there are many Cheats, 

No fewer than there are in Courts and States; | 
Each painted HARLOT calls herſelf the Spouſẽ, 
'And with the Name of CHURCH doth Men amuſe + 
And therefore 1 again would hear your Name, 
And by what Right you to that Honour claim, 


My Warrineſs ſhe ſeemed to applaud, 
And faid, I might ſuſpect from others Fraud; 
But that HER WORD might be ſufficient 
To clear my Mind, to clear her juſt Intent; 
For others do acknowledge they may err, 

But I myſelf infalliblè averr: 
And, that thou may the more aſſured be, 5 
J am the Roman CA TH'LICk CHURCH, (ſaid ſhe) 
That is my Name. -Said I, There's one Word more 
Now in your Name, than I did hear before; "a 


a 7 


#3 . 
And that is Word (which makes me yet more thy) 55 
Doth ſeem a Contradiction to im * 
Roman and Carle lick, how can that conſiſt?: a 
In diff rent Categories they themſelves do liſt. W 


& 5. 


P 


She frown'd, and then diſdainfully ſhe fmil'd, 

And ſaid, Poor Man, how far art thou aa! . 

Thy Throat's too narrow, and thy Wit's too ſhallow, 

If thou one Contradiction cannot ſwallow ; 

That's but a Gnat : Go with me, filly Fool, 

And I again will ſet thee to the School; 35 

Once learn but to believe I cannot err,  -—- 

A thouſand Contradictions then infer, | 

Theſe Trifles will thee never more deter. 

My Pleas are great for all I do 

Mine Arguments are infinite, without End, 

Without Beginning. Then ſhe ſtretch'd her Voir. 

And made into mine Ears a dreadful Noiſe. 5 

What (ſaid ſhe) know'ſt thou not mine UNITY, 

My SANCTITY, my great ANTIQUITY, | 

My MULTITUD , my VISIBILITY, = 

"AUR ACLES, SUCCESSION, yea, my Name . 

9 CATHOLICK, doth juſtify my Claim ? 


And therefore, now will I, | 8 


I'll make the World and thee to hear; III cry, 
PII thunder my INFALLIBILITY. 

But left my Words do not affect thine Heart, 
That I more Knowledge may to thee im 

| Make no Delay; but quickly follow me, 

And thou ſhalt be inſtructed by thine Eye 
Thou'lt ſee RELIGION in her glorious Dreſs, 
And by that Sight thy Love will much increaſe, 


TIl lead thee firſt unto my glorious HEAD, 
In whom what Glory dwells cannot be faid ; EE: 
Thou' lt ſee, thou It. wonder, thou ſhalt hear his Words, 


They'll charm thine Ears, they'll pierce thine Heart as Swords ; 


They are all Oracles. O my glorcous HEAD! 
I found ſhe {till inclined to proceed 


Into 


. — ̃ ˙ 


"Who had 7 * NT ” 

To ſce gay Sights, did paſſionat . 
O lead me, 1 will follow inftan 

We ſpoke no more, but in a little Sf V 

She bid me look to that reſplendent "Mz „F 

Lo, that's the Palace, unto which SY 3 

Its Name (ine told me) was SAIN inomo, : 9 


Thither we caftie, and quickly . ni; 
. GUIDE wis there Tl known, tho was not ; Bos 
yo they bow'd, to her all ll Homage — - 

And to he Palace we were ſtraight: convey d. 

Looked with a curious Stranger s Eye, 

Obſerving all Things which I chere did fre: © 

The Rooms were ſtately which T did behold, | 

All pav'd with Marble, and all ceil'd with Gola, : 
hich ſtruck with Rays, reflected ſuch a Light, 
s did at once pledſe and confound m 1 


But that wherewith mine Eyes T long 

Was Pictures wherewith they were > ls 5 
And cheſe were drawn, and they were colour'd fo, | 
Lube X EF We INE WE RS. | | 


Here was a Judge, who on his Bench did . 

7 mig ghty Throng of oo 4 3 M 

I aw them 1 eivꝰ d alo 

Away with bun, f on us be 15 Blood. 

I ſaw 7 Man gainſt whom they were ſo bent; 

His Looks beſpoke him wholly innocent. 

They told me, That was JESUS 'whom I ſpy d, = 

And theſe were Jets * thus 1 him OY 8 
I well took heed to all = 

And thought, Tm now in Pilates Fudgment: hat. i 


The Maniier of Chriſt's Death I faw ſoplain, | 
How he was mockt, how Men did him diſdain, 
How he was and ſeourg d, and crown d. wich Thom 
How he came , and how this Crofs "was born; © * 
Ss | ow 


Py Kong AT Es 
That to myſelf wittConfidence I faid, 5 
D here's the Place in which my Lord was Jain, 2 8 


| | " Or ele I'm fore hi's . here again. 2 


2 u was 85 ed 2 Tha 


I I was the more confirmed in this Thought,” 


. 


When t6 another little Room Im brought; gs 55 
They ſhew'd me there the Tree that once him . „ 
The Nails and 1 which did his Body gore, 1 
And all the Inſtruments of Death: 

By theſe (ſaid they) he was bereav'd of Breath, 5 
| I made no Doubt, when I faw all intire, 8 
But that the Executioner: was alſo here. EY 


MY Guts: bids me goon; 1 At length did brig. 
Me to her ſo much celebrated Ring; 
He ſmil'd bn her, and, tho' he knew not me, 
All's welcome whom ye bring with you, {aid he. 
She told Him that I was a Stranger, whoni © 
She had defir'd along with here to come, 
And to be bleſs'd by ſeeing of his Face, 
And by his Words to be inſpird with Grace; x 
Knowing my Doubts ſhould be diſpell'd that Hout, | 
That 1 ould be informed of his Pow'r. 
He bids me then draw near, 
And thank the Heav'ns, and her, who brought 1 me here 1 
And, as an Introduction to my Bliſs, 
He frretched out his Foot zo me to ki. 


To fay the Truth, when I obſerv'd his Face, .* 
I thought it beet 's little Grace : Ph 
His Eyes were lofts, Sarkling g, full of Wrath; 

Upon his Brow Cons hd ght) fat Rage and Death 


For he was very wrinkled” very pale ; 
His Hands did tremble, and 15 Timbe did fail. 


1 aw a "TRIPLE CROWN u Ir his Head, 
With ſome. Inſcriptions, which d to read 
Whi that I might the better ol and, © 
I'did preſume to draw ſome nearer-hand, 

D 
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Who doth not the profoundeſſ Honage pay? 
W or 


| What ſeg L now? 4 
"Tis Halimeſs, that blurred Word, L tro 8 
"Tis Blaſphemy fair written on the Brow.:. _ | 
"Tis written here, SERVUS SERVORUM:; 


Tis written there, DOMINUS: DOMINOR UM 1 


And *twixt each Word was written, MYSTERIF, . 
And Reaſon for't; for ſo was all to me. 


Some while I no thing did, but lookt, and' aud; | 
The more I lookt, the more I was amaz'd ; 
He did interpret this my deep Suſpence 


Jo be che Fruit of rofou Reverence. 


Some Words at length he did begin to mutter; 
But, for ſome Space, no Sentence might he utter, 
So violent a Cou h did him aſſail, 

As ſtopt his S 0. and made his Breath to fail: 2 
Which when it-ceas'd, he made no longer Stay, _ - 
But rais'd his Head: and Eyes, and thus did fays 


I'm be that makes my dreadful Curſes fly 
Throughout the Earth, and penetrate the Sky; 
Through Walls of Stone theſe furious Bullets may 


Without Controul force their impetyous Way: 


N ment I proclaim a Jubilee, all Sin 
iſcharg d, and Wealth to me comes in: 
1 11 Hiper with all the Laws Divine, 


Cauſe Sons *gainſt Parents fearleſly combine: 1 


I fay, and many ſwear, that all, the World is mine: Y 

Wen I in Pomp do go, | 

Poor Kings, as Pageants, do attend the Show 2 

When I ecreg, ſoon does 2 buly Swarm - | 

Of Black, White and Gray Friars take Alam * 

Men of all Colours, who can open, Breaſts, 

And creep into the moſt retired Reſts; _ 

They cry, Thus hath our HOLY PATHER fats. 

Who trembleth not? who doth, not bow * 


Who dare once doubt.the 5 "A | = 
y 


„„ 
And Crowns of pureſt beaten Gold I bear: 


Heav'n and Hell's Gates, its Vaults and Cells all be 


Shut or made qpen as it pleafeth, me. 
None dare be ſo preſumptuous or bold — 
Mongſt Mortals, to i 55 or to withhold 

From me their Conſcience or their Gold: 
If to infernal Flames I Thouſands lead, 
What toeft thou? ſhould by no Man be ſaid: 
If Virtues, Sins, or Sins, I Virtues cal, 
My Words ſhould firmly be belieu'd by all. 


I can make Saints, I can make Kings, 
I can make him who made all Things, 
I can give others Power to make him, | 
And give to thee the Privilege to take him: 
Blood I can make of Wine, and Fleſh of Bread, 
When [I have but a very few. Words ſaid; 
I ſqueeze the Living, to relieve the Dead, 
I hallow all Things with my Words, 
I hallow Helmets, hallow Swords, 
I allow Trees, I hallow Stones, 
I hallow dry and Yotien Bones; 
T Hallo Medals, hallow Oil, 
I hallow Water, Hallo Soil, 
I ballow Salt, Thallow Cells, 
1 1 ps T ballow Belk : F 
Pong and mighty are my s, 
T. way — N 7-5 Al * 55 
Could hallo Brothel-houſes too. 


Commit thyſelf to me, then do not fear; 

No Oath ſhall ty thee, thou mayſt freely ſwear, 

And freely break, this ſhall be thy Defence; 

How oft thou ſwears, fo oft I can diſpenſe : 

Be thou once mine, and from that happy Time 

Thou need'ſt not ſtand in Dread of any Crime; 

The greateſt Sins thy Bliſs ſhall not prejudge, 

For my INDULGENCE ſhall be thy Refuge: 
> TS ; D 2 s 
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Vut, as thou won avoid. my Bly g. 


Come never to mn with an empty Putſe. 


5 to hear him 5 but longed 8 
o hear him make an nd, and ſpeak no more: | 


At length he fell a Coughing once again, 


And — ſpoke theſe broken Words With Pain; 1 
Shrew on * Phlegm, that dare aſſault my Throa i | 
And ſtop my facred th 3 for, did it not. 


T ue more to ſay, and thou ſhouladt hear a Show'r r 


Of mighty Words, to ſhew my mighty Pow r. 


I ſtood a While, Heart, Hand and all was gone; 
J feard me tranſubſtantiate to a Stone: 

My tender Stomach turn d to ſee him ſpit, 

My tender Conſcience was fright out o Wit; - 


found myſelf in an unuſual Stir, 
At laſt I modeſtly did ſay, Great Sir, 


If greater Titles 1 do not beſtow 


On you I hope your Clemency you'll ſhow ; 
For that's the greateſt Title that I know 
Due unto Men below. | 
Fellow (ſaid he) thou ſhouldſt have ola me - 
A GOD ON EARTH, for no leſs will I be: 


| - gs CHRIST's VICAR ; and who dare fay le 


o me, than, May it phaſe your Holineſs? 
Jas a wretch 'd Haenel 1 thee oh j 
But Ignorance ſhall thee this once excuſe. 

I would I were away (thought I) 
I fear he'll force me to blaſpheme, or die. 
I ſpoke no more, until he gave Command, 
And bids me boldly propoſe my Demand; 
For now Pm in my SACRED « CHAIR (aid he) 
All's Oracles that now does flow from me, 
The Things (faid I) which I would gladly know, 
Is, Who did this great Pow'r on you beſtow ? 


Some will deny't, and ſome perhaps will flout it, 


o 


Ang how ſhall I convince one who doth do ubt it? 


2 


I do not (ſaid he) Things uncertain boaſt, 
T have convinced many to their Colt | 
Of my great Pow'r: But, wouldſt thou know its Spring, 
I from SAINT. PETER, he from Chriſt did bring 
This Privilege; and didſt thou never read © 
That Chriſt bid him, His ri bis Lambs go feed? 
Is not this in the Bible ?--Ah, fad IJ. 
Upon that Book I dare not ſet mine Bye, | 5 
275 it pervert me into Hereſy. -* 1 
"Tis true (ſaid he) tis dangerous for the; 7 
But yet, thou ſees, this Text doth ſpeak for me: © 
Hear, TA expound it now infallible. . ©. 
By SHEEP and LAMBS, all Men are underſtood, 
Kings, Subjects, Church-men, Lay-men, bad and good: 
| 25 fred them, is a Word will comprehend ele 
As much as thou canſt think, or | anon; „ 
Firſt, it imports, that I muſt re them all, 
And they muſt truſt me, and obey my Call; 
They're not right Sheep, if they once think they're free 
To queſtion ng age egy Fe 
mperors or s ſhall diſobey, 
Iheſe eee then, tis Dt char I ſhould fray: 
'Then all their Fleeces.do to me belong; 
And, tho my Shears go near, I do no Wrong: 
Yea, I may ſome not only fleece, but flay, 5 
And what's not fit to live, may juſtly ſlay: 
Such as ¶ pleaſe, I Wedders may create; 
This warrants well the Clerg y's Gelibate : 
And to conclude (for thou ſhalt not be vet 
With all that may be faid from this one Text) 
If any do deny the Pow'r 1 claim, | 
I may ſend out my Dogs to worry them. 


. 
* 


When thus he had me taught, he did expect 
That I ſhould thank him with profound Reſpect; 
And fo I did: For gravely I did ſeem 
'To have each Word he Naben great Eſteem. 
J told him, I was rapt in. Admiration 

(I had no Will to call it Veneration) 


2 


6 S ; 0 
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MN GUIDE. perceiyd, I. did not well di 
The ſcalding Diſhes of this ſum umptuous 124. 


I am aſſured that 3 mult be there; 


29 
Of all I ſaw and heard; and well I wot 
I ſpoke ev'n as I thou ht, 1 lied not: Do 
For evorndrons was an e I. did hear, EG 
Tit Inſcriptions wondrous whic bah! his Crowns did bear, 
The Garb was wondrous which I ſaw him wear, . 
And æundrous were his Boaſts, and æcundrouss Twas HCl ; 
I well remember, of THE CHAIR I faid, | 
That of the Tree of Knowle, eit was made, 
Its Back and Boughs did ſuch learn'd Notions give, 
Its Seat and Stoops were ſo dem | 

He ſmil'd at this, and nothing id. fay 3 

1 humbly took my Leave, went away. 


She told me, That ſhe well in Mind did bear 
The Words I utter d of the SACRED CHAIR; 
And what I ſpoke pf the forbidden Tree 
Aſſur d her chat che Fruit diſpleaſed me. 

Yet ceas d ſhe not HER HEAD iſtill to 

And bid me mind how he did condeſcend 

To teach ꝓoer me: She prais d his , 


And much a plauded his Humility, N 
owledge fraught, 


And ſaid, I ſhould be with much Kn 
If I remembred en what he do 


I promiſed that I! all retain, . ; 

And then I ſaid, This GREAT. XING I have ſeen 3 
But yet I would ſee more: Theres much Report, 
That to his COURT all Nations do reſort. 

If there be great, good, wiſe Men any where, 


And I am fond to ſee ſuch glorious Sights : . 
May now mine Eyes be bleis d with thoſe great Lights? 
She much applauded this my 2 Deſign, | 
And promiſed, ſhewonld me thither bring. 
I was well pleasd to find her ſo <i>. 
Ready to humour me in ev y 20 85 | TY 
| She 


. „ Y 


37. 57 | al 
uphit me to a. 05 Ou COURT” indeed 2 
0 1 lings correſponding to its. HEAD: 


And every Object there, mine Eyes did draws 
To all I cringd, of all I ſtood in Aw. | 
Some had moſt ſharp, and piercing Looks 3, - 
Some, 5 more eloquent than Book: 
I. never ane, nook that "MW 
So many in ſſich gorgeous 5 
I madly bald, O that might 95 
My Lot into this Paradiſe to "ay 


Thus brain-Gck was I, thus my Thoughts did rome, 
And I had much ado to force f them home: oh 
I could _ ere e e ny ſuch a State 

Muſt ſure as good as they are. great; 

Or that 8 the bad, wiſe Providence * 

Should all that's goodly:1 in the Earth pens 


Tis 74 when:a- Mans in Solitude, 


Each Man was more than. princely, whom 1. ſaw... 15 5 


I ̃ ͤ ͤ— ...... OT CON 5 b . 
r ee 3 


— 1 — — 
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— 
— 


To ſlight the gawdy World, and to 8 
That all its Pomps and Riches are but Lies, 
An Heap ob gilded worthleſs Vanitiess, 
And to contemn the flatt'ring Breath of — | 
The fooliſh Whiſtlings of an honour'd Name, 
And hate that wild Ambition, which with Force 
Doth ride, and ſpur us, like unruly Horſe, 
And theſe i — Luſts, which often cauſe 
Men break all Bonds, and trample on all Laws. 
But Things, we at a Diſtance can deſpiſe, 
When they approach us, do bewitch our Eyes, 
And charm our Hearts; ſo ſtrong's the Snare, 
So weakour Minds, ſo faint our Care, 
S8 oô ſoon our Reſolutions do 1 re 8 
That we're intangled ere we be aware. 


The ſeatt red Beams of my poor Reaſon's Light 
At length united, ang did ſhine more bright ; 

Exe I m ny: ſhould with theſe Men imbark, 
I did reſolve their 2 well to mark. 


. — Ae hab 
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Each of them did RELIGION much commend, _ . .. 
And in Her Service vow'd their Lives to ſpe ; 1 : 
They ſaid, She taught them on ſuch Wealth to ſeize, _ 7 

7 


a 


4 


She did them to ſo great Preferments raiſe, 7 
She did procure them all theſe golden Days. J 
Ist ſo? (thought I) then ſure ſhe is become © 

A kinder Miſtreſs than ſhe was to ſome. 

Who ſerv'd her very faithfully of old, IL 

To whom ſhe gave no Scarlet, gave no Gold, 

But ſet them unto harder Tasks than fo, ' 

All Scorn and all Reproach to undergo, 

Into all 'Tempeſts and rough Seas to row, - 

Unto all Wants, and to all Deaths to bow: 

But fince ſhe uſeth theſe her Minions better, 
Doth with Silk Cords them to her Service fetter, 

If they deſerve theſe Favours, ſurely then | 
'Their Lives will prove they are the beſt of Men. 

But, when I had diſcovered their Way ny 

By curious Search, I to myſelf did fay, 


Is this THE HOLY -COURT, where I have been? 

Are theſe RELIGION's DARLINGS I have ſeen? 

All here are Maſters of the Art of Sinz : 
They ſcarce have more of Men, but Shape and Skin: - 

They ſeem to be incarnate Furies all; 

Or, by what other Name ſhall. I them call? CY 

Gain, Honour, Pleaſure, I ſee them implore 3 | 

No other gods I think they do adore : 5 7 

They lookt not up to Heav'n, but when they ſwore. 

They often met, did often counſel take, „ 

How they might all Men their own Subjects make; 

And in their Conſultations did pretend, 5 

That to advance RELIGION was their End : © 

RELIGION's ſacred Name did cloke all Things, 

And they made it a Stall to all Deſigns. 

I mark'd them well, I found they were a Crew 

Whoſe Eyes. and Faces were of yellow Hue 

The Love of Gold (cht Faundice f the Soul) 

Had made their Viſage odioufly foul © 11 

| | | Vices 


i 1 never; heard 55 A... Gadd, 
Men who unto their Pleaſures ſet no Round; 
With Floods of. Wine they drowned. all has 

5 8 with Mufick over-noiſe their Fears. | 

Some the Buffoons here did play, | | 

Some poor Orphaus did betray, - 9 ho = 

Some 8 Vc | 

5 60 e rich or great; e i 

| po: Be did account unjuſt, A . * 

| t Ley eir Humour or their Luſt; - | 

| Freely their Mi and Conſciences they fold, _ | i 

To ly Yon Beds of Silk. and heap up ( Id: 25 ö = 

Vice Fwd to be their only Occupation, - 

No Word they loth'd fo _— as REFORMATION. | 

The CARD NAL. VIRTUES I could tell before 

But CARD'NAL VICES, I found many more | 

Than I'could. number. Better be alone, 
- Then in this Court (ſaid I) I will be gone. 


MY GUIDE diſpleaſed was, to ſee that I 
So narrowly did into all Things pry : 
Some lirel>” Touch of Learning ſhe did find 
I had ; and therefore, to divert my Mind, „ 
Deſir d that now I would HER SCHOOLS _ Fo 
The Shops of Learning (ſaid ſhe) would me 4 
I lik'd the Motion, alledg'd that ſhe 
No eur. Favoar could procure to me. 


| This Sight at firſt aid give me great Content, | 

I thoughtT was into mine Element : 

Men of prodigious Learnitig I ſaw there, 

Prodigious Heaps of Books here ; 5 

1 faw ſome — Volumes Sk) 

Which I did judge would overload 92 Preſ; 

Some ſcrapꝰd out Lines, ſome rent out Leaves of Böcke, 

Which pleas'd them not, (as I thought by their Looks,) - 
What meant that Ha vock I conceived not; | 
They faid, They purged what the Fathers wrote, 

Becauſe in many Li they well did ſee 1 s 

Their Books inclin'd to OG Hereſie. 
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ws FED —_— . were 
In antique ey ju 33 
1 a What they wrote? It was (they ſaid) 
Grave old Traditions, new-come in their Head : 


And, by theſe ſuddled Parchments, Men would 5 


Theſe were the Doctrines of Antiquitie 3 + 
For whatſoe er the preſent Church d * 
| Muſtbe believed to be very old. 25 
Idid admire their Wit, but could not le 
m_ 8 vith. their Honeſtte. 
e SCHOOLS, and to MY GUIDE ad Ay, 
55 Thal inclin d to go to e and pray ; 
And was a very ſolemn 
n Longing, thither was I led; 
'To ſee the Manner how they warſhipped. 


The CHURCH aas LOWS, unto hich I vents 
No Coſt was ſpared 2 


When I went in, about the Walls around 
Carved and painted IMAGES I found: 

'The Pictures of Alt Saints did here appear, 
Yea, ev'n the Trinity was painted here. 
'The People flocking came unto the Place, . 
And to cach Jags they did | bow their Face | 
Then ev'ry_ one his Prayers did Wreck | 
Unto the Saint he chiefly Au did | 
Many did to the BLESSED VI GIN. —_ 
Begg d that She would their Souls protect and ſhrowd 
From all their Foes, from all their feared Harms. 
They kiſsd her Feet, they hu 5 her 5 „ 

They did belpeak her in alf lam gg 

Said, that they did Waden whole Truſt in 9 — place, 
Call'd her 2 GODDESS, LADY of all Grace; 


do 
S 
5 
» 


þ 


And, when y thought her by theſe W Won. 
They did her TO COMMAND HER SON. 
In one Thing, many much themſcives 0 *cr-ſhat, 

'They call'd her (LADY, 2 quan got; 

For, when they vely 40 ac * 


Fink with an AVE, has 1 TER NO 


Þ Fi 
I firang'd to 1258 50 praying Tho 
Did ſcorn to . ue Lair rows 
I thou 2 Yar, im iy toni L Formal 
Th 8781 wound : 
| Ter hey Ad uſe} ſuch 1 bakery Terine, 
Th I ſuſpe& their Prayers ſmell d of Charms: 
Some Waves, intendin to rehearſe their Creed, 
Did interlac't with mr Words indeed ; 
ey wreſtled through it with a deal of Pain, 


And d ended ir with Beim am and Tiarnint ugain. 


Now comes the PRIEST, and did himſelf addreſs 

With many Rites to celebrate the Maſs: | 3 

I prized much the Yeſtments which he had, 

So rich they were, ſo well embroidered; - 

His Myſtick Robes did make a ſplendid Show, 

And he did e ee atten, ON 
Sometimes he ſtood, 135 N 
Sometimes he bow'd; 5 ; 5 
Now. mumbled, then ſpoke dowd, a 
He croſſed once, he croſſed twice, 

Then at a Bend lie croſſed thrice: 
Uncouth were the Mouths he made, 
Uncouth' were the Words he faid : 

He oftencringed, and he kiff'd, 
And turning next, the People bleſod 3 
_ He turn d his Face, heturr' his Back, - 
We underſtood not what he ipake, | 
But ſaw him toſs to er ry Art: 
Thus antickly he act d his Part. 

Aber he thus had been as one in Throws, 

Had made ſtrange Geſtures and ſuch warbling Shows, 

At length FIVE WON DRER-Wox RING Woz ps he faith, 

Whoſe ſtrange Effects do far exceed all Faith: | 

That which juſt now was only BREAD before, ; 

He does affert that it is no more; 5 

But did injoin, that it we ſhould Aue. 

Nothing but Bread did in his Hand 

* (laid he) but its 3 


"Tis 


3 25 Bread dee Mandl, 9.259 . 6. 455 15 
* 2 er. 7 . * 825 WI 

e Au er gaz r AE 
| Thy e all he fad. — Th 12 1 T 
They kneel'd unto it, 1 . 1 e 
2c have afturdy Faith, (in Tuns faid 7 i 


1 made no Queſtion next, bat evey Gueſt - *F 

Who was inyited to this Holy Fealt n 4 | 

Should be admitted of the Drink taſte: „* 

But that's a Favour which was quite deny d 

He took THE CUP, but Jould i it not ivide 72 

He did alledge, that Liquor muſt not be 

Beſtow'd upon the profane Laitie. 

I asked what did ail the ſurly Prieſt 

Thus to refuſe what was allow'd b Chriſt? | 

mo ſhould he fear to give, fince Jeſus did N 
ey ſaid, 4 HOLY COUNCIL had forbid it, | 
bo Chriſt's Appointment well did underftand ; 2 7 » 

But what he hid, that it did countermand. j 

Behold, the Canon is at Hand, 

Which with a NON OBSTANTE doth boat 3 

Read it, and then you'll fee it is a in 

For Laicks to deſire to deſire to drink that Cup 3 

The Prieſt himſelf muſt drink it ev Sip, 

And that becauſe, Zis greatly to be of | 

Some Drops may ſtick unto a Lax man's Beard. 


Maſs being done, the prieſt wich no mean Grace 
Himſelf into the Sacred Chair did place, 

And frankly to his Preaching- work did fall; 25 

The Text be chuſed, was —_—_— 6 7; abit 6. 7 2 
Anent the 3 Li ver, and its Heart, 

Which to Tob:as th' Angel did impart, 

Whoſe dreadful Smell away the De il did drive, 

And ſo did keep the Jung Bridegroom alive. 
From this far Te xt, he did diſcourſe at Lengt n, 
Of theſe Bad Spirits Cunning, and their Strengtna: 
He marſhaPd all the De'ils in File and Ranks, 
Ye told us Aſinodeus Place, and Pranks ; 


How 


” . : . 
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" "pts s ainſt Marriage'be was {0 intent _ 
TE — i is an haly Sacramit. „„ os RIO 41 
Then had we ſuch a Talk of holy Fi, eee VO | 
As did awake mine Appetite to. 2 77 Bt 15 3 — 
1 had ſome of them ſerved in a Din. 
He told us how fit Cheer they were for ken, , | 
How ſure a Token of a Penitent i . | 
It was, with theſe his Table for to cover. 
And with large Draughts of Wine to fwill them o over. 8 5 = 
I cannot well remember ev'ry Part; i * 1 
But much he ſpake of the conjuring An, e e 1 


And much he prais'd the Joly Exorcifts, 
Who handle De ils as | roughly as they lift, 


To ſhut up all, he told, that he had now: 8 
A worthy RELIC WE to us all to ſhew, 1 5 — 
Which he had as'd with no ſmall 
Wich we muf — with profound Rerekne; 
W It was one of that ſacred Fil woe FINNS, -- e 
Of Force to fright all De ils. 2 rge all Sins; 7 
Into a Hole in Zygris Banks, he ſaid, 
Tobias, when he caught the Fifb, it laid; | 
And now an huly Hermite had it found, 

By 3 3 _ 22 Ground. | 
At laſt he did that y T ent, „ 
About whoſe Virtues many W — e ſpent: | : 
My Splene with Laughter I had almoſt va | $- 
Yer Go d in Wondring with the reſt to join; I 
For all he {aid paſt here . goodly Coin. 


When to that Preaching we had _ 
A Child is brought him, to be chriſtened : 
Thrice did he blow into the Infant's Face, | F 
As if his Breath could have conveyed Grace : — 4 
Some dreadful charming Words he then did ay, 
Meaning thereby to drive the De'tl away; - 
As if the pain d and new-deliv'red Mother 4 
Had born a Child, and ugly De il together. - © © = 
With Holy Oil the Babe. he did beſmear,-- - + i 
And allo d Garments put on him to wear: 


„„ ®: 


» * > 
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Then holy Salt was „ 1 2 2 
_ 17 ht ugh ben will Ee the hd a Doss, 


it his Hand, - 
A b ee 1d not pnderſtand ; 


And, laſt of all, the Prief did think 5 5 
; Gently 70 firoke the Child with tohas he K. 


Elo . 


Wine de ee Jid the e Alt. 


e, 
your Preſence cameſtly.intreat, _ 
. Strait. 

He was not nice to go; and I 
Reſolved was to bear him Company; 

Not that I curious was to ſee 

The poor Man in his e; 

But that I thought, I might i ted = 


How L n. . 


* intent upon this Deſign, m, 
very — was t0 LM 


The ying Man did earneſtly y.requck 
The Father to direct him, how beſt | 
Might now arrive unto au happy Reſt. 5 
The Prieft fat down, and promis Ahe ſhould find - 


All Eaſe and Satisfaction to his Mind. 
He firſt required, That he 05. 
is Sins, and not n em more or "i 


The Houſe was uſhed ; Po i? all were gone, 
He and the dying Man were left alone; * 

But ſneakingly I crept beneath a Bed, 

That I might hear all that was done or ſaid. 
Into the Wie the Man much Truſt reposd, 
And all the Secrets of his Breaſt diſclos d: | 


Oft (faid he) I have harbour'd fla Ires, - 
And often have I nouriſh'd gong "TI Ee 


Sometimes have drunk, ſometimes to — eated, 
And often have 1 exceſſively — | 


Fi 


* 
. . 
. 
+ 
* 
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Not 


( 39 ) 
Not ſeldom hare I OS. 
_ the moſt. ſacred Name profancly 


Times, when I Rives y 
2e have tallied, -when == £35 
My Lig Lies made often, mg © conkeſe 1 

| As alſo Lies which he bad made in Jelt. | 


The Prieft ſaid, "Theſe were Faults 3 ger ah 
Or moſt of them, were only VENIAL ; YT fx 
Some Doctors have averr d no leis (ald be) 1 
Which doth ſuffice for PROBAHII TI.. 
And then, What other Guilt there was? did ads 

The Man did thus again nnn FT” 


The Church's Lava, full chen have I brake, - 
inſt the Pope 8 1 
The Holy -da days I carcleſl deſpiv 5 | 
| And hats have not ly priz'ds e 
Often dh he) 1 grievouſly have 3 | : 
Some Faults from my Conſeſſor have rear. 5 ö 
And then he made a very ſad e 
That he had ſometimes caten Bleſh in Zou, | 
And had on Fridays done ſo oftentimes. 
The R _ n MORTAL a. 
Such Puniſhment; 
3 8 e 
Of PENANCE, this deſerved _— faſt 
Io, 1 ABSOLVE the e os Gale of at; E 
LVE hee ' ay © - 
This Abſolu Mr i 619-00 o PE: 35 
And it be thy PASS nr ä 


But, that no Danger 
Theſe Images I lay — y Sy ; f 
(Into theſe Guards thou fafely maylt confde.} J, 
Here's one, of Chri the robo bug another, 
The Image of the b 
The third's, The Sun hes 
In whoſe Help fyocat Truſt ee 


— 


yhe ſtouteſt of all mortal 


( 40.) 
Babe then thi, 10 them hy man, 
They vo finall Cob unto thee will-lend. | 


Tet, that thou mayſt the more ſecured bez 
Tis fit thou in Religious Habit die : © 


= Put on this COUTL, put on this Ep . 
Put on this HAIR. „and this FROCK, 


And gird this CORD about th Weſt, 
| And ty this OR CROSS unto thy Breaſt 


take Courage, a 
Ae eee, 

ey cannot ſtand gainſt this Artillery : _ | 
When they do foe fes paſſing by their Border, 


They'll think thou haſt been of Saint Francs Order; 8 


They'Il tremble all, and ſculk away, 
As Thieves are us d to do at Break of Day. 2 


Thou art a Man of wit (thought I) ded, 
Fair fall that ſhaven, : that politic Head, 

That hath contriv'd and taught fo fine a Vile 
By which Men may the De il himſelf 
In Truth, it is a pretty handſom Fraud, 
And (if it work) I do it much applaud: 
But for my very Heart I cannot think 
| That Couls 8 and Cords can make the De'il to ſhrink ; 
That Clothes can hide vile Souls, and cover Sins, 
As they can hide and cover fouled Skins; 
Vr that ſuch dead and cold Aſſiſtants can 
Comfort a dying and dejected Man: 

But well 1081 the Man, who there did 5 
To be by far more credulous than 13; 

Wich this Diſcourſe he ſeem'd to be yy chear'd, 
No further Danget unto him appear'd; Fo Ein? 
Until /e Prieſt did give new Cauſe of Fear, 
And did- put On a Countenance ſevere. 8 


For now he tells the Man a dreadful Story, 
. 
He ſo ib ace, as 

Men _ ; 


7 thought, it would be far from my Deſire 


There is Fire, and there is. Sinoke, _. 
' There noiſam Heats, and Vapours choke $ 
Thete poor Souls are ſadly toilad, 2 
Some in ſeething Caldrons boiled, 
Seme in frying Pans are brbiled. 
Some on Spits are roſt alive, 
Some the Fiends with Scourges drive, 
Some in Streams of Brimſtone ly, 
There they ſhreik, and there they cry, 
Thus they ſuffer, thus they dj; 
They are confin'd into that Cage, 
Some a Year, and ſome an Age; 
: Some for many Ages __ 
| Stay into that diſmal Place: 5 
And thou (ſaid he) muſt ſtill endure theſe Pains, 
Till thou be wholly purged from thy Stains. 


He then began the poor Man to ANOINT, 


Beſincar d his Head, and Oiled every Joint, 
He Oil d his Ears, he OiPd his Eyes, 


He Cid his Hands, he OiPd his Thighs $5 © 


Firſt to be fam d, and then ſet to the Fre. 
The dying, Man did ſigh, and (weeping) \ 


How ſad's my Lodging! and how dark's my Way! 


hat Wealth would I not be content to give, 
If Wealth could from that Priſon me reprieve ? 
Or if I cannot from't be wholly free, 7 
Oh that my Stay therein might ſhortned be! 
To hear of Ages, and of Thouſand Yeats, + 
Each Hour I muſt ſtay there, an Age appears. 
T he Prieſt at this Diſcourſe prickt ap bi "ig 


And faid, If frankly thou thy Wealth beſtow 
Upon the Church, her Charity ſhe'll how; 
The Stock is great which ſhe hath in her T ruſt, 


T he Treaſure of the Merits 9 the Fut, 


Doth rack my Mind, and fill my Heart with Fears 3 


© — EEC EL EEE K . - 


1 
And for thy Saftty will thereof diff 
That quickly thou mayſt be diſmiſſed - 
Sacred Bells mo oft be 
Many Maſſes ſhall be ſung, 
Hy Candles ſhall be lighte | 
V hereby Fiends are a _ 3 
2775 all implor 
No uleavour 9 be mantel, 
Till thy free Releaſe be granted ; 3 
Prayers for thee ſhall not ceaſe, 
Till thy Soul be well at Eaſe : 
_ holy Monk Hall tell us in the Bud, | 
He in a Viſion ſaw't to Heaven afcend, 
And knew its Shape, when it did upwards tend. 


The poor Man's Heart with this Diſcourſe was glad; 
He bid him, if he pleas d, take all he had: d- 
And ſuch a Share |} took, that they did find 
There was not much to hem * behind. 


No ſooner came I out unto the Sweet, | 
But that THE LADY did again me meet; 
She ask'd, If now I fully was convinc'd, B 
Or if my Mind was yet with. Scruples pinch'd? 

I told her that I Ar d 50 fee 


Some further Proofs of that Tara Sanfitte 0s 4 


Which ſhe at firſt diſcourſed of to me. 

She did affure me, I ſhould fully Se... 

'That ted, which I now did nal crave 2 3 
And Bt ( (faid ſhe) to ſhew thee III | 

Men who are doing Penance for their 


I ſaw ſome, who did Pilgrims Habits take, 
And to the Shrines of Kaiuts lon N N urneys make. 
Some with croſs d 4. did dub With 

Some with bare Feet did walk among the Snow): 
Some laſb d themſelves, until their Fl 

Some only /trewed Aſpes on their Head 


Sackeloth: go, 
Fiſh did bleed 


Scree 


$ 


2 ( 43 ) 
Some did ſome. Aus s, and ſore Pray rs rehearſe, 
As careleſly as ever I did Verſe; ' 
They only ſeem d concern d to keep Account 
That they to ſuch a Number * amount: 
Some ſaid they e and no Fleſh did taſte, 
And yet their Meals lack d nothing of a Feaft + 
The Difference was great that I faw there; 


* Sore Penances were light, and fame ſevere. 


Theſe cruel W of themſelves (ſaid I) 
Their Sins muſt ſure be of a double Dy ; 
Theſe other, who ſo lightly do eſcape, 
No Sinners are, or elſe fin very cheap. 
Thou much miſtakes (ſaid ſhe) and ſeems to be 
Ill verſed in the Rules of Policie; + ol. > 
Men in their Tempers differ much, and I 
With all of them endeavour to comply. | 
Jheſe whom thou thus torment wes > 8 doſt ſee, 
Thou muſt not think moſt criminal to be z 
They either fear the Divine Wrath, and find 
That theſe their outward Tortures eaſe their Mind 
Or elſe unto great Merit they aſpire, 
And I will not deny them their D *: | 
I Bid them laſp, till they make bare their Bones, 
Aud faſt till they betome like Skeletons, 


' Others more jovial Sinners are than fo, 
And will not ſuch hard Meaſures undergo ; 


Unto all Thought of Aeris they are freez'd, = 


Are not ambitious to be canis d: 


They would ſcape Hell, bat not difturb their Eaſe ; 


And them I alſo careful am to pleaſe : 
They have as eaſy Penance as they wiſh, 
I charge them ſometimes to eat only Fiſh, 


For Change of Heart, preſcrive them Change of Diſh, 


Some Prayers they're appointed to fay over; 
No Matter if their Hearts be fix'd, or hover: 
I ſhew them very ealy Ways to Bli, 

Yet Ways 1o fate, that hardly they can miſs 


4 


1 


; 


_ . 
Of Heart n at laft : Ant: notwithſtanding do 1 N 
Put them in Fear of Purgatory too; 8 
But yet the Fear is not ſo great, but they 
ee ck ro into their Pleaſures may, 

ey who are ric ey a Pardon prize, 
— x for t a little alba = deſpiſe, 
This will be ſure at laſt to ſerve their Turn, 
Into theſe Flames they ſta y not long to . 
They who to {ar acred Chappels can but trot, 
Indulgences in Store may there be got; 
Who can the Pilgrim's Happineſs Tebne, „ 
Who viſiteth but once LORETTO's Shrine? 
Angels did bring the famed Chappel there, 
They bore the Stones and Timber through the Air. 


She next deſired "Wa I thoſe ſhould ſee, 
Who to Religrous Orders fixed be: | : 
Theſe (faid fie) are the Men of whom I boaſt, 8 | 


| 


Theſe. (in a Manner) ride to Heav'n by Poſt, _ 

And; to make good their Journey, ſpare no Colt. - 
Theſe did ſhe ſhew me, numerous as Bees, 
All marſhal'd into, diverſe Companies f 
Some BENEDICTINES were, ſome CARMELITES, 
Some calld CARTHUSIANS, and ſome JESUITES ; * 
Some from SAINT FRANCIS did their Honour" KEN 
And ſome were ſtil'd 2 SAINT DOMIYICK's Name: 6 
Nm Way much differ'd from the common Road, 

y had e Names, and Habits which were odd; 

257 Men (ſai the) on Earth live Angels ade 8 
ge no Riches, and enjoy no Mives. Stk 


gome of them preaching in the Streets did walk, 
Some often of Heir Extaſies did talk, 

And ſome their Bread by Beg ging only got 3 
That idle Sort of Life I liked not. 

Such luſty Fellows as theſe are (I ſaid) 
Should rather by their Labour earn their Bread. 
When this I ſpake, ſhe did a little lour, 
Saying, They begged | to relieve the Poor ; 


Much 


3s 1 know not (faid 


45 
h (fa me) ach, but do little 'eat. 
e Fi but they re like weir Meat. 


Some went about wal Reliques, and did: 4 

What Miracles theſe hallow'd Things could do; 

- And ſome of-them the Peo 1 75 did acquaint © 
What Feats were wrought by every Country Saint: 

But, above all, they did his Praiſes ſound 

Who did zheir Order inſtitute and found ; 

And all of them profeſs'd themſelves to 5 

Devoted Slaves unto the Romiſ St 

And thundred fearful Dooms gainſt thoſe * cops ; 

With their znerri 18 glors ous Head The POPE: | 


I to RELIGIOUS HOUSES did repair, 
That I might ſee what SANCTITY: was there : 
Thither I found ſome Princes had retir'd, _ 

And what had brought them thither I admir'd 3 
Until I found by Enquiry, that ſome | 
Had for one Caule, tome tor another come. 


The Conſciences of ſome were rack'd with Guilt 
Of horrid Crimes, and Blood which they had r 7. 
On Beds of Silk they could obtain no Reſt; 
An angry Conſciencs (that unwelcome Gueſt) | 1 29510 
Came uninvited unto ev'ry Feaſt, 
Imbittered all 2 unto their Taſte; + 
And marr'd the Mirth of many goodly Jeſt wilt 5 
Until, at length, they're taught this pretty Knack, 
Themſelves unto ſome CLOIS TER to betake ; 
They lay aſide the — 47 and the Croẽnn z; 
They ſhave their H put on the hairy Gown; n <7 
They hide themſelves among Religious Men, 
And Conſcience no more diſturbs them then: 
Ihbeir Crimes (they think) are expiate hereby, 
Blood and Oppreſſion will no longer cry; 
Or, if they cty, their Cries will not be heard ; 
Heav'n 8 e ek A 1 needs not be ard. 


Thus 


— 1 
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Thus DIOCLESIAN, after he „ 

His Soul with Blood a Thouſands by him tain, © 

To the SALONLAN Gardens did — Ys 
Leaving his Palace arid Imperial State 
And Tought for Eaſe into that lone! 5 

Eaſe which he could not in his Triu 
| Unto . diſcontented Mind, 


Others were not ſo bad, but weary'd were 
Betwixt the various Turns of Hope and Fear; 
= to ſtand on Tops of human State, 
n the ſli 3 Fate, 
rather d code down % the Du, 
Of hey Accord, than be by others thruſt, 


Others unto theſs lowly CELLS did flee, 
Not for RELIGION, but for LIBERTIE; "BE 
Finding that they could breathe in freer Air, 
Under an humble Roof with homely Fare, 
Than thoſe can do whoſe Choice it is to wait 
Upon a Life of Buſineſs and State: 

ey by this Poſtern Aid eſcape, and ſhrowd 


Y : 
: 


Ms _ 


Themſelves from War, and from all Noiſe and Crowd, | | 


And all theſe Inconveniencics that do 
Attend on great Ones, and canfine them, [td0, 


Unto the meaner Sort I looked then 

| of thoſe RELIGIOUS celebrated Men; 

Some of them ſtill did hatch miſchievous 
imbroil Kingdoms, and to murder Nas; ; 


Nad for theſe Ends, did with Inſtructions load 


The moſt Pragmatick, and ſent them abroad: 


Some were for Learning, and choos d that Retreat 


As moſt convenient for the Muſes Seat: 

Some were ambitious, and here — Fame, 
Fled from the World to obtain a Name: 
Some Criminals fled hither from the 5 
Fear of the Gibbet made them take Refuge 
Into the CLOISTER : Some their Diſcontent, 
Rather than their Religion, hither ſeat ; 


And 


V4 * 1 - . % \ 
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And ſome there were, who did indeed bewra | 
That in their Minds DEVOTION vo. 
And yet, when for 1 us enuine brit 1 lou og 
Ev'n among themT miſſed it, It OW. wy 

Each of them did their ORDER 8 agnify, 
And were too fond of their L Po - 7 ad | 
They wanted not their Factions, and much ons 3 
Their Talking of their MERTTS was too * 
The Lives of others they too much diff To 
Too much in FASTS, too much in H TS plac d 
External Works did for great Matters paſs; 
And what was Sp Etna too much Oy Wa was, 3 
Except with very few; ſo that althou ugh | 
Their Meals were 3 and their e. 8 
And Pleaſures they unto themſelves deny d, pb 
Yet here I found much of the Life of Pride, og : 


MY GUIDE ſaid next, that now ſhe would me all 

To ſee the moſt alluring Sight of all, 

The HOLY LADIES, who no Pleaſures know, yy 

*. ſuch as F _ beſtow 1 
umſtain 0 not . 5 

But eli; are devoted unto God“ b 

And their ? Shale Time do in Devotions p: 

Diſdaining to be trick d with Comb and 


I, who ſtillentertain'd ſincere Res 

For virtuons Perſons of that love 

Made Haſte and to the 50 did 95 ö 
And in their Faſhions cuxiouſly did Pry. | 


Some did I ſee, into that homely Place, 

Whoſe ſweet Behaviour did its Meanneſt grace; 
Their Geſtures, and Diſcourſe, I found to be 

All coin d and ſtampt wich comely Modeſtie: 
Beauty they had, whereby Love might be warmd; 
But *ainſ its Darts invincibly were arm'd : 2855 
Whenever any ſofter Pleaſures knock d 

Loud at the Door, they kept it faſt and loek d. 


a 
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I thought them wondrous good, and wondrous fair, 
Their Habit homely, and their Diet ſpare; 5 
> is they were ſo 1 and ſo grave, 
ey well deſerved all the Praiſe ſne gave. 
Amongſt them an old Governeſs I lee, os 
Commanding with imperious Tyrannie ; 
And they obey'd whatever ſhe requir'd, 
And they did yield in all that ſhe deſir d: 
Only (poor Souls) I found they were oppreſt, 
Urg'd to Devotions formal at the beſt ; | 
And taught from true Humility to ſlide, 
Taught in their Merits too much to confide. 
Such Things, I found, did ſomewhat me diſpleaſe; 
* But yet I HONOUR'D 7phe/e. | 


Others J found, of melancholy Looks, 

Were often muſing, often reading Books; 

Their Words and Geſtures well aſſured me 

That they had ftretch'd their Brains a Pin too high: , . - 
With HARPIUS' Works ſome eittertain'd their Sight, 
Some SUSO, ſome RUSBROCHIUS did delight; 
Som: MOTHER JULIANA's Works did read, 

Odd Notions and wild Fancies fill'd their Head; | 
Some MYSTICK Words (I found) they learned thence, 
Words ſtrange to Scripture, and as ftrange to Senſe ; 
They talked of their wondrous INSPLIR ATIONS, 7 


Of PASSIVE UNIONS, and ANNIHILATIONS, 

Of INTROVERSIONS, and IRR ADIATIONS, 

Of CONTEMPLATIONS acted hy the Will, 

The Underſtanding mean while lying {till. . | 
They in GOD's MID-HEAD were beclos'd (they ſaid) 

And in his BUXOMNESS- and MEEK-HEID laid, 

And that their Sus did deeply in him ground, > 

And knew him in the SPIRIT's PUREST FUND. | 

In many Words they talked at this Rate, ES 

Words which I cannot in this Place relate, 

Such ſtubborn Words as frowardly decline 3 

With Neighbonr-words in Verſes to combinemn 

So that it to a Poet were a Crime,, Fn 

8 


1 


Once to attempt to fetch them into Rhime, 


— 


„ 0 *$0-). 

I grey inipatient, and began to huff, 
Jo hear them rattling ſuch nonſenfick Stuff; 
Yet when I did into their Temper pry, 

| Obſerving that their Minds they 423 1 
' Unto religious Thoughts, and were no Cheats, 
But too much warm'd with Enthuſiaſtic Hæats, 


And that their Heads were weak, their Muſings long, 


The Wine was for the Bottles much too ſtrong 3 
I Med het Leaders, who did them abule, 
And ſuffer'd them to be too much recluſe, 
And in their Hands ſuch canting Books did put, 
Mean-while the Bible keeping from them ſhut : 
*Gainſt theſe Impoſtors was my Choler mov'd, 


But get the harmleſs Maids 1 LOV'D. | 


Others were like pobr Birds ſhut in a Cage, 

Still flightering, and ſtill were in a Rage, 

Same at their cruel Parents, who, to ſave 

Their Portions, had ſent them to that Grave; 

Some at themſelves, who had not been more ſhy 
To take theſe VOWS which they could not unty 
For their novitious Fervour now was gone, - 
They found they were not fit to live alone; 

And yet their OATHS had all their Hopes defeat 

Of ever living in a marry'd State: To 
This did their Minds continually rack, 


If they ſhall keep what they have vow'd, or break: 


The Thoughts of either did them quite confound, 


Both HORNS of this DILEMMA did them wonnd. 


Their very frozen Cells did nurſe their Fires, 
Reſtraints were Fewel to their warm Deſires; 
Let Conſcience did put them ſtill in Fear, | 
Should they but once attempt theſe Chains to tear : 
'Thus were they burden'd ; yet, once being faſt, 

I found they were reſolved to be chaſt, 
Their Lot was caſt : They chooſed to endure 


> Their angry Thoughts, and not to ſeek a Cure; 
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They judg d, it was a more religious Life 
To be a vexed Maid, than page's Wife. 


* 
. 
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Their Caſe (I thought) Rds Cropation's chin, 
2 Ou 
And I 5 PITY hem. 


Others, 1 could not judge what they did ſee 

So very pleafing in a MON ASTRIE, | 

To draw them thither ; but their Pranks did ſhew 
They had no Purpoſe to obſerve their Yow, 
Or to die Maids; it was their Choice, or Chance, ; 
To be more vers d in Lots than by Romance: 
They did not on religious Scruples ſtand; 

What they defir d, they meant to have in Hand. 
But I'll forbear, and will not imitate 

The Satyrifts, who, whilſt they ſmartly rate 
Actions not to be nam'd, do never ſtay © 

Until their Pens be as profane as they 

| Who are the Actors. What they did was bat; 
But the Effects thereof were much more ſad. 
What diſmal Sights were there? Mine Heart yet ſhakes | - 
To think what was into the drained Lakes : 

What wretched HEROD's Cruelty did act 1 5 
Againſt the BABES, theſe did renew the Fatt; ; 
"No ſooner did the Mothers give them Breath; 

But as ſoon did their Hands E their Death: 
T he BABES, who did no III, and feard no Harm, 
No Pity found, no Breafts to keep them warm. 


I much bemoan'd the haymlefs Iams 
Bt did % GUILTY OTHERS 3 ATE. 
Now faid MY ge Say now what is hy Thought? 


What ha —_— is wrou 
When — Me the hg OLY MONKS 

And when thou haſt the HOLY VIRGINS ſeen, 
_ thou not lookt with Wonder and 


pon that and that heav'nly Sighr? 
Y ee er more freely than was fit, 


Bewray d more Ingenuity than Wit: 


*RELIGIOUS HOUSES fich as theſe, raid, 
I think, might uſeful in the CHURCH be mades T% 
ere 


- 


— 


. . 
Thr mjgt mor ds be to R 92 a. 


on fram d; 
Aud a the Þ tots Schools, o well micht be, 


Jo train Men for . e heav "ly 1 
And thither agel Perſons 

When they re arrir d at their. ipit State, 
- Have done their Work, and now muft leave the Stage, 
When ſtorm' d with Sickneſs, A eg th. Age; ; 


t retreat, 


There Perſons ef a ad dejected 1 
Or fore afflicted, might. a Reſp find: 
But that it ſhould be free to ex ry one, 


Each guilty. Wretch, or every idle Drone, 


Each hum ' rous Maid, er Child chat dene 
Of ſuch whoſe Lives migh uſefully be f 
To publick Good ; for uch in Cells to 


ls that wherewith my Mind cannot hah 


I care not much for all their fleſhly Shews, 


I moſt of all hate their inſnaring Vows. 


Of Chriſtian Freedom I do Judg t a Breach, 


To bind Hue thus to Things beyond their Reach; 


Things which at firſt do A their Minds agree, 
But afterwards do make their Lives to be 


Nothing but conſtant Toil and Dru 


My Mind was well-affected. long (aid 5 
Une theſe Things, till further I did pry ; 


But what I thus admir d unknown, I. mare 


Whom 1 


Admire myſelf for liking it before : 
Nor can I think but I oo elſewhere ſeen 


As much Religion, where leſs Noiſe hath been. 
Then _— I unto her did relate, 
id HONOUR, PITY, LOVE, and HATE; 


So that I faid, My. Thoughts were as before, 
Nor could they change, unleſs I yet ſaw mare. 


In hearing this, SHE was impatient ; 
Yet did ſhe ſmother all. her Diſcontent: 


She only ſeemed to bewail my State, 


That I {o long ſhould be 85 obſtinate. 
j "4 y 2 


ox 


> ons HOLY PLAC „Kere i is as «yet, aue, 


And thither ro] T will thy -Zeader be 


Wben other Means for thy Converfion Ri, + 
I'm well aſſured that this ſhall prevail; 0 
Seich HOLY FATHERS are into that Place: 


Their very Looks will charm thee into Grace; 13 
They'll urge thee with ſuch Arguments as are 
More efficacious, and more pungent far 

Than any thou haſt heard: I none can name 


Who unconverted did return from them. 2 
SZaainſt HERETICKS they with ſuch Reaſons fight, 
Fach Word they ſpeak is found a Word of oma 15 
See how I. do ſollicite thee for Good! | 


I muſt not, nay, I will not be withſtood. 

I thought ſhe meant, and I did fear, no Ill; 

But readily I did obey her Will, | 

J faid, I in the Search of "TRUTH do go, 

Its Conqueſt cannot be my Overthrow: 1õ1“ꝓ̃ 

I ever much eſteemed 8SANCT ITI, 
Which in z7he/e FATHERS I did hope to ſee; 


To mighty. Reaſons kept an open Ear, 


Which from their ſacred Lips I hop'd to hear, | 


I little did ſuſpect (poor fimple Man) 


How cunningly ſve meant me to trepan; 
But by fair Words I was enticed ſo 
As harmleſs Sheep unto the Slaughter go. 


Unto an Houſe we came with Guards beſet, 7 


I thonght them Rey'rend Men, long was their Beard, 
Their Limbs were large, and grave their Looks ap 
MY GUIDE did whiſper what I was; they frown'd, 
And ſtampt, and girn'd, and did me quite confound. 

J leave this Man among your Hands (ſaid ſhe) 

I need not tell how he Trould uſed be. | 

They bow'd to her, and did without Delay 

Command the Guards to e he e 


With weighty Chains my Hands and Feet were td; | 
In vain 1 moan d, in vain for * I cry'd; 


Where at the Time ſome of zheſe F ATHERS met; 


a, ; 
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Ts Who't was that thus to uſe me e Wy 
Who but the HOLY” FATHERS doth't ?. {aid one, 5 


THE BATHERS- OF THE INQUISITION, * - 


 Alks (add I) am 1 among their Hands? 
I never ſhould have felt theſe heavy Bands 3 


Had I but heard that Name a While: before; 3 
But *tis in vain to ſpeak, I'll ſay no more. 
They threw me in a dark and noiſom Pit, 


Which of the Sun did no dear Gap ſe admit 3 „ 2 _— 
Bond ight —_—_ 


1 was hate but an * 2 

ht's Horrors did me annoy, . 
— She Nee s Silence I could not enjo 45 
d my pac 755 


By Shreiks and Howlings they diſturb 
Doubling the native Terror of the Place Sgt 
They did me from all human Converſe keep, Oo Eb 
And, as a Mitch, I was debarr'd from Sleep. : 5 

Some Days I thus remain in'd. :- Ola Morn at lat 
The Priſon- doors were opened in Haſte : 

I firſt did ſee a Srence of juggling Fires, 
Then ſome appear'd in De ils Shapes and Attires; 

To me they came, and cloſs by me did fit, 

Only (I think) to fright me out of Wit. 

Their Hair as curling Serpents down did hang, 

And from their Mouth great Flames of Fire — frag; 3 

With Horns they often ent me to puſh ; 

Their cloven Feet they lifted, me to cruſh ; 

They roar'd aloud, 1 5 ſh'd their Teeth with Spite 

And gap'd, as if they wth d devour me quite. 

I ſhould have thought that I in HELL had been, 

Had I not found againſt theſe Ills a Skreen, 

That's wanting there, a QUIET CONSCIENCE, 

Which was a Wimeis of mine Innocence. 


Theſe SpEC T ERS being vaniſhed and gone, 
I was again for ſome en Hour alone; 


There 


3 a 
Thbereafter ſome came in, who d hx, 8 


i They did. pretend, that TY 


And if I would he ROMAN FAITH enibrace? 


Fair were their Word, ard cuming were their A; 


That naw who 


In making ray $0 


{Said I) It cafy were for me to {off 


a | 


to me; 
to et me free. 


oe 1 
aid, hey would in 


That I had met with Uſages ſo had: 
Thou art (ſaid they) not far .advancd in Tears, | 

No froward in thy Face appears; 

They bid me te r o my . 
What was my Faith ? WhO m Campanians are? 
What 3 — that Place? 


They ceaſed at to urge me to confeſs; 
We're Friends hg hide nothing moe: or: kl. 


Well had they learnid to att tors Parts: 
But I, who did -notiee within. their Mask, 
Hop'd well, ayd-olkd chem ll that thoy did ask. ; 
Mean while, a Clerk behind the Door they Ms” 
Who did obſerve n Write all char I: ail. 


Aſter a while, ſame Deer do how, 55 
Fuzzes call me, I muſt go; 
J am led out, and unto the ar, 
And there Indichments framid meiare. 

They ſaid, chey waromo Time with ane-20-Jofe 31 


But bid me ſevear 
Or ask of me, ——— — 


Without Diſſimulatien — _ * 
Then ſuch inſnaring Queſtions th didauk, | 


To find — Was a veni 


Which to be rid of, Iſaid, Lot be 
As plain as an could defire of me; a | 
So hatches 2 not need W 7 [ 


They all applaud my Reſolution. N 


Were 1 of that RELIGION you are of EE. = _ 
1 


And ſome alledg'd, I did already faint. 


At all your qe ee 

Tho T have fon, 
But now, I ; | 

Aller that — 

S wworſprp God : . 

Your ow's is great, bur Heav'n can i it, 


Bur all this Freedom did not faticks 3 — 
My cruel Judges; ſtill they urged me. 1 
Some ſaid, I id m conceals 

Others, that I had Wealth, and muſt reveat tn 
Where it was hid: Some ſaid; I muſt recant'y N 


A linie Feeking of the WHEEL. or RACK 

(They fad) would all my Reſolution break. 
All Engin they of keen did prfen, „ 
And threatned all moſt cru 33 „„ 
And promis d Favour if I would e 
They was I back uns the Puke ene, RYE 


* 
* 


*. as I went, it 2 Chance Laren meet | 

A Throng angry in ? . 
Some run, ſome rait d, cudgelpd alt about 5 
So raging, ſo tumultuous was the Rout 
My Guards did what ey could pr the Rey, 
And often cried to them to nue Way ; 
But they were deaf to Cries, and we ore long 
Were compaſ'd in the Middle of the Throng': e 
In this Confuſion, they had need w fee 
To fave themſelves, who fhould have Pokt i me. 

E did obſerve the Opportunitie, | 

And thus eſcaped from theſe TYGERS Hands, E 
5 And found the Means re be freed of my Nun; NR 
I fled, and card not whither I did rn; g 


8 8 that Linight the INQUISITION flows, 


Weary 22 * 
— 


Tolliag 
Freedom my Beat, — was wy Fare, 


I did w 3 a . 
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' Now 1 began to think where I had been, „ 
And to reflect on all that I had ſeen: e 
Thus Tis ht I) have I now a long Time a 

Shall my Profeſſion, ſhall my Mind be chang'd 2 ©. 
What have I heard, ſhould. — me influence? 

HFlave I not heard much Talk, and little Senſe? 

And ſeen much Shew, which void of Subſtance i is? 
 RELIGION's SHELL, but did its KERNEL miſs: 

When 1 return, each Man will curious be 
To ask, What I did in my Travels ſee? 
"Tis fit my Mind a little Compend draw 


E T Thercof, to tell them what it was I faw. 2 | 


"IF Jaw a PRELATE meddling i in all Things, 
Enflaving Kingdoms, trampling upon Kings 
He dd al Laws, Divine and Human, tear; 
Rant of his Pow r, and boaſted of his CHAIR, 
Blaſphemed all that's Sacred without Fear. 
'7 ſaw HIS COURT, and there I ſcarcely py d 


5 gt Hi I : " but Children both of Luſt and Pride. 


ARN'D MEN 7 * who ae were 0 
o ſhape and mould RELIGION to their Mind; 
= EH "53 d CHRIS T's COAT with gawdy Liveries, 
"They mix'd with wholeſom Truths politick Lies. 
J RELIGION. match'd with POLICIE ; 
Jaa WORSHIP moſtly PAGEANTRIE 3 
La Jome imaim d profaned S ACR AMENTS ; 
Lew ſome wild and wanton PENITENTS, 
ey faid their 'AVE's, and their Prayers told, 
T heir Pardons bought, and then to Sin were bold : 
T ſaw a Crowd of FRIARS of many 9 8 
Crafty as Foxes, covetous as JEWS, 
With ſpaved Heads, and curted Locks,  _ 
With Perricoats, and Hoods and Theeks, 5 


the Vas of the; pant Stocks : 


5 SES more than any Rocks. | 


yet alledged they did faſt ; 
Bald Women, and ſor they were chalt; 


=” And fore they ſpent their Time in great Devotion; 
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 *Þhey iſed in the World much Commotion 
They heap'd up Riches, and {wore they were poor; 
| They blulhed not to lie, and to perjure. * 


I ſaw ſome OVER-WEENING NUNS, who thought, 

By living Virgins, they Heav'n over-bought : BE 
And ſome FANTASTICK ONES, who did omit 

Nothing, to ſhew that they had loſt their Wit. 

T ſaw jome Crafty and RELIGIOUS WHORES, 

Lockt up in facred (but profaned) Bow'rs, _ === 
Attending Clink of Bell, and Praying-hoursz; _ = Rs 
Yet ſetting friendly Tryſts with Paramous 1 — _ 


At laſt I did begin to think upon 3 
The FURIES of the IN r — _ a_ 
But a ſtrange Horror on my Mind did ſeiz . ä 
I from my Seat a little d — La _ a= 
And lookt about: Alas! what do I ſee? 

Here comes THE LADY who betrayed me; 
And have I found thee here again? {aid ſhe, 


FEAR, RAGE, HATE, ANGER, all did now wal "= 
And in my Breaſt did e Confuſion make 
My Mind now with unufual Thoughts was fill d. 
Unuſual Language from my Lips diſtill d! 
O HERCULES (faid I) who early kill'd - 
The hiſſing Serpents, which thy Life affail'd, . . 
Why haſt thou not to me thy Strength entail'd, .. 
That I might at this Inſtant it employ © 
This folding crooked Serpent to deſtroy? ? 
- This forked Tongue I would cut out, 
Which doth all deadly Poiſon ſpout, - SMT 
And thereby doth theſe ſimple Souls annoy © 
Who do not know Religion from a y. 


Uke heard e, 2nd the did bf e tee 
And thus ſhe anſwer'd in a jeering Stile 9 
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-I fee thou art a Convert now become, : 
Or haſt of thine Opinions change ſome : 
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And ton to HET LIS FURIES didſt me lead. 
And they did mean to Aſhes me to by 


What then (ſaid T ** mean that noiſor PIT? 


: 
Ax 14 
2 Shaw \ 


P. 9 


ken we. met lt, thou ceas d not me to tour, AN 
Becauſe 1 bid thee pray unto 4 SAINT ; e 
But now 4 Heathen Champion thou adores, 125 


Thou begs his Strength, and for his ee, 


1 blaffrd & little when I heard that Tale, 
Thinking, 1 , my Paffion made me fail: 
Recovering myſelf, I faid, In vain 
Thoul't think b y Jeers to cheat me now ain, ; 
I lift no Har, 811 I do bow no Knee, 
No Strin ng of ſuch Devotion touches me: 
Butconld I fer the Strength and Puiffance call 
of all the Giams, and the Heroes all, 
That I might ſtrike, thou with the Stroke m — 10 au 
And ſo might free the World from thy Thea 
Not all thy quick and and Note Wit, 
ae cd Elo rf r joined with it, 
Not a ip [ARS Attires, 
Not 35 Tak of ancient Sires, 


- Should breaktne IF from this Defign'; * 
= Pride I'd cruſh, and I would end thy Reign. 


Alas (vain Man) what means this Heat? Raid ſhez 
What have 1 done, that thus incenfeth thee?” 

hat done? (faid I) thou haſt betrayed me: 

o HOLY FA $ thouP't nie bring, thon fad ; 


Thon fait, By Reaſons they my Mind — turn; 


She 810 All this was but my foolifh den - 
And that they nonght but my Converſion fought. 


Why _ Hrow me down to it 


Why Gat then n Fog xe Wir? 
Wha . meant the de NK BEI. 1 chere did 4M 
be Weary LON FIRE was Kindbing th 
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Dit. ens) they ad . put . Ti 


thee tho migheſ 4 Say JE 
Theis gh aftly Sights were ſent for 1 
Not from thy Wit, but from ie” STE - 


They meant to put thee on the J7/ beet and Rick, 7 
Thy ſtubborn Mind, but not thy Bone, te break; 
And Names thou . Lange there that Day, 1 
Were only to conſume thy Dro/s away. Fees 
Fair Tas (laid 1) bur Kee tis good for 8 r 

Thar fom their Hands L am ctrpod free, ;| 


O Fool (faid ſhe) think'ſt thou to keep the Feld: 

| Behold, what. XINGS, what NATIONS te me dan 

And now I have a 3 Defign in Hand. 

Ev'n to ſubject 27 TI LAND, 

' Where once my Power did unconrouled e | 

Till from its, juſt Obedience it did ſtray ol 
, l 


Can I endure to miſs ſo . a 

A while I have been, hatching 
But fy upon that curſed DOCTOR OATS; 
; PRANSE, and BEDLO, Vierne, . 
1 tate Rogues, who have reveal'd ſo much: 

ele cheating Villains little were acquaintd 
With what I meant; they ſeigned, Where they ed N 
They're now confounded, I have found the Wayr 8 85 


Jo make Men laugh ar all that they do fay; 
Theſe PLO TS they talk d of, now are turn d to PLAY, 
Fy on them all that have me counter-wrought, 5 
And have mine Agenis unto Scaffolds brought, 


But I am working ſtil, and well [ know | © AIR 

To catch my Foes, _— „ 

For, if theſe Mines of ſecret Treafon . 
With open Force I will ere long afladl 5 
Whom I canngt Tartupe, - 1 hall dt 
Where Plors do miſs, the Sword I 
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Vain are the True eee . 
. N themſelves i in NUMBERS 8. 
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ll raiſe a Power that 


A 
as 


Iz 


* l tho? 1 will not of the Iſſue boaſt 92 


But all theſe Things EI 8 but broke. Reeds 3 21 0 
The Times ſhall change, a 


LOVE 
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1 77 muſt chan their Or W 
Their NUMBERS 1 by ARMI r 


MIES will o'egaw Wm 
DISPENSE v wit EAW 7 
Their Parliaments I'll pack; their Hands. L'II bind, 
Their Teſts and Szarutes. Il cauſe them reſcind; 1: . 
mine own CLERGY- III hiſs for a Ben NE 


* 6. 
4 


£ 5 ſhall out-difpute, or , ſhalEtheirs out-cry. 6 x 


eſe GOWN=MEN now look bi 
II | quellthcir, Codrage, or their Mc 
55 Money will ſpare, no Pains, no Coſt; 


; ;, preach, write and 8 


Too much afore hand, yet, I'm congi 1 7 %, HY 
At length I ſhall not miſs of mine Intent: 


Tu them confound, divide, Pl burn, I'll Nay,” | * TP 


II overturn; I'll do more than I ſay. 
I may 8 2 in one Contri vance fail, 


But, in another, * L ſhall prevail: . 
£ 


That ISLAND either ſhall take on my Yoke, 


Or elſe it ſhall in Pieces quite be broke; 


Better it ſhould an mpty Deſert be, 

Than that it be not 16 ect unto me: e ane 
I will, Tawill rule in that ſtubborn ISLE : no 
Its QUEEN it ſhall once More 6 


In ſpeaking this, her cu ance * 1 
Her Words as Darts my very Heart? 1d pierce, 


O HEAV'NS (ſaid I) h Fury diſappaint | ? 
My Knees did ſhake,” Þ trembled 1 % r; 3 


The mi ghty 
That die oer 
So often did 
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